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Wayne County EDGE awarded prestigious national award
In 2010, Wayne County EDGE landed $2 billion in capitol investment and a nation-leading 16,103 jobs created. 
Its performance did not go unnoticed. The award-winning Site Selection magazine picked EDGE as one of the Top Groups of 2010.

In the tail end of the recession-wearied Michigan economy, EDGE, led by Assistant County Executive and Chief Development Officer Turkia Awada-Mullin, put up record totals. In 2009 and 2010, Mullin’s department landed more than $5 billion in investment commitments and created or retained over 30,000 jobs. 

Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano in his 2009 State of the County address said that job creation and economic diversification were his top priorities. Toward that goal Ficano appointed Awada-Mullin to lead the economic department. Awada-Mullin reorganized the department and renamed it the Economic Development Growth Engine.  

“Our philosophy is that government is here to elevate, not to get in the way,” said Awada-Mullin. “A good example is Ford. Ford has the capacity to go anywhere in the world for its electrification plant. But they chose Wayne County. They chose us because they know we deliver.”   

Ford invested $500 million to retool its Michigan Assembly Plant in the city of Wayne to make the Ford Focus and another $450 million to implement an R & D center for battery technology. The first deal hinged on the approval of a brownfield plan, which EDGE expedited in just 11 days. 

Other sizable investments included Nashville-based Vanguard Health Systems $1.4 billion investment-purchase of the Detroit Medical Center and General Electric $120 million investment in Van Buren Township.

The Brookings Institute and the London School of Economics partnered on a 2009-2010 study that rated economic regions in the world. The Detroit-area moved from a recession-ranking of 147th to a post-recession ranking of 47th, 100 positions. That rebound was one of the three largest in the world during that period. Awada-Mullin’s EDGE and its $5 billion in economic activity in ’09-’10 helped fuel that giant improvement in rankings. 

Site Selection is the official publication for the Industrial Asset Management Council, a leading association of industrial asset management and corporate real estate executives, their service providers, and economic developers.
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