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Wayne County EDGE has one of the most sophisticated and aggressive economic expansion and 
attraction programs in the United States.  Our staff is dedicated to championing your business venture 
from concept to groundbreaking.  We strongly encourage you to contact our of® ce directly and speak to 
our development staff so that you can understand what EDGE can do for you and your business.

EDGE Services:

 · Site selection
 · GIS
 · Finiancial Incentive Package Development
 · Referral Network
 · 3rd Party Engineering
 · Permit processing assistance
 · International Services (Championing your business idea)
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Wayne County EDGE
Business Development Incentives
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TURBO, which stands for Transforming Underdeveloped Residential & Business Opportunities, is a program of 
the Wayne County Land Bank and is agressively applied by Wayne County, but only within Wayne County.  TURBO 
reimburses investors by giving cash back to property owners who make signi® cant real estate investments in Wayne 
County.  

The TURBO program offers 3 options: 

· TURBO Maximum bene® t for projects involving new construction or total rehabilitation
· TURBO Limited Benefit for projects limited to partial rehabilitation
· TURBO Brownfield for projects involving an approved Brownfield plan

For new real estate development or substantial rehabilitation of existing structures within Wayne County,  the TURBO program could potentially 
offer a cash equivalent of up to 100% of the taxes for the ® rst year of a project, and 50% for the following ® ve years. The Wayne County Land 
Bank may also participate in the issuance of bonds for certain project activities.

The Land Bank TURBO Program
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State of Michigan Job Creation & Investment
Incentives

Michigan Economic Growth Authority (MEGA): The MEGA program is the primary tax incentive used by the State to attract or retain businesses. MEGA 
is generally only used for large businesses that present a credible case that, but for the credits, they will relocate or expand elsewhere. Generally, 
to qualify, a business without a presence in Michigan must create 100 full time jobs that pay at least 150 percent of the federal minimum wage. 
A lower threshold is offered to high tech companies and businesses already located in Michigan. The MEGA program also requires local community 
participation, which generally comes in the form of property tax abatements. It also requires approval or incentives under the MEGA program prior to 
corporate investment in land or buildings. MEGA credits can very signi® cantly from company to company, at the discretion of the State.  However, the 
principal incentive is the ability to take as a credit up to 4.3% of the personal income of the company employees. Assuming an income of $50,000 
results in a credit of approximately $2,150 per employee. This credit is offered for a ® xed number of years by the State.

PA. 328 Personal Property Tax Exemption: Local government with eligible distressed areas can offer a 100 percent property tax exemption for all new 
personal property acquired by businesses that are engaaged primarily in manufacturing, research, or of® ce operation, and are located in a pre-quali® ed 
zone. If not within a zone, the local community must create the zone before exemption is approved. The exemption is available for newly purchased 
equipment, as well as used, that will be moved to Michigan.

PA 198 Industrial Facility Tax Abatement: Any local government in Michigan may offer 50 percent property tax abatements for new construction and 
equipment related to manufacturing and high technology activities for up to 12 years. A parallel program exists for rehabilitated or replacement 
facilities. In those cases, the property tax is frozen at pre-rehabilitated value for the term of the abatement. Assuming a local tax rate of 30 mills (tax 
rate per 100 of value) and a building value of $5,000,000 (in Michigan taxed at one half SEV) results in the following formula: 1/2 ($5,000,000) 
equals $2,500,000; then 30 mills times 2500 equals a tax reduction of $75,000 annually for up to 12 years. A company must seek and receive local 
approval of their request within six months of the initial investment. 
Film Productio nCredits

Film Production Credit: The state of Michigan ® lm production credit is a refundable, assignable tax credit of up to 42% of the amount of a production 
company's expenditures incurred in producing a ® lm or other media entertainment project in Michigan. 
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Federal Economic Development Incentives
New Market Tax Credits: The purpose of a Community Development Entity (CDE) is to attract private investment to low-income communities. When an 
investor makes a quali® ed equity investment in a CDE, they receive the right to claim New Market Tax Credits on a proportion of the investment over a 
7-year period.

EPA Site Assessment Funds: Wayne County has received grants from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to perform preliminary Brown® eld site 
assessments on potential development sites.

SBA 504 Loan Program: A program of the Small Business Administration, the SBA 504 Loan Program is for small and medium sized businesses where 
low cost ® nancing will help companies create or retain jobs and expand business ownership opportunities. Businesses whose expansion plans call for 
the investment and use of real estate or equipment for their businesses may qualify for up to 90% ® nancing. 
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Real Estate Development Incentives
Wayne County's Real Estate Development Incentives

Smart Zones: Smart Zones are part of a program designed to bene® t small, high-tech companies. Eleven zones throughout Michigan are intended to stimulate technology 
related businesses. The locations generally offer support for incubators, market research, venture capital, interns, and technical assistance. De® nitions of quali® ed businesses 
and geographic locations may change based upon pending legislation. Assuming a company quali® es as high-tech, (per state de® nition) then local property, and in some cases 
State education taxes, can be retained in part for the purpose of upgrading and improving infrastructure around the property.

Renaissance Zones: Renaissance Zones are designated tax-free zones scattered across 152 locations in Michigan. A business located in one of these zones is exempt from 
virtually all state and local taxes attributable to the activity undertaken within the zone. Taxes that are exempted include personal income tax for residents of the zone, 
Michigan Business Tax, property taxes, and the Utility Users Tax.

Brown® eld Redevelopment Tax Incentives: This incentive provides a Michigan Business Tax (MBT) credit for the redevelopment or improvement of a quali® ed ªfacilityº 
(contaminated, functionally obsolete, or blighted property). The amount of an individual credit is 12.5%-20% (location dependent) of the eligible investment a taxpayer makes 
to redevelop or expand an eligible property. The credit can be as high as $30 million, assuming a $300 million investment. This credit can be monetized. Project expenses 
include most hard and soft costs expended on the development, except acquisition. A baseline environmental assessment needs to be completed before any acquisition.

State of Michigan Real Estate Development Incentives
Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Tax Exemption: An OPRA property offers a property tax exemption for certain rehabilitated housing and commercial facilities in core communi-
ties. The value added to the properties building and improvements as a result of the rehabilitation project is exempt from most property taxes for up to 12 years. Land and 
personal property continue to be fully taxed.

Private Activity Bond Financting:  Private Activiy Bonds (PABs) enable a private lender to issue tax-exempt bonds on behalf of a pro® table borrower. There is no tax on interest 
earned on the bonds, and the bonds are exempt from both federal and state income taxes.

Transportation Economic Development Fund: The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) manages several types of Economic Development Programs under the Transpor-
tation Economic Development Fund. Category A of this fund targets a variety of industries, including manufacturing activities and providing funding support for road improve-
ments. These funds vary according to a series of criteria established by the State, including level of investment and jobs created.
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Other State of Michigan Tax & Investment Incentives
Pollution Control Equipment Exemption:  State law exempts inventory, and certain tools, dies, jigs, ® xtures and pollution control equipment from local property 
taxes.  The state sales tax is not levied on the purchase of machinery and energy used in manufacturing.

R&D Tax Credit:  An Investment Tax Credit will be allowed on the Michigan Single Business Tax (MBT) for capital purchases made in the state.

MBT Industrial Personal Property Tax Credit: A part of the new Michigan Business Tax was enacted with a signi® cant reduction in personal property taxes. Starting 
in 2008, the tax rate for industrial personal property was reduced by 24 mills, or an average of 46%.  This varies by community.  In addition, the new Michigan 
Business Tax includes a credit equal to 35% of the remaining property tax paid on industrial personal property.  Assuming a 50 mill rate will result in a 26 mill 
rate per $1,00 of value (applying the new tax formula), and assuming a further reduction of 35%, results in an actual property tax rate of 17 mills.

MBT Investment Tax Credit: The MBT makes available an investment tax credit (ITC) equal to 2.9% of the cost of net new capital assets.  The ITC applies to 
purchases of depreciable real and personal property.  The MEDC has a tax specialist available to assist you with calculating the Investment Tax Credit.
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Venture Capital

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

GROWTH
ENGINE

Wayne County, Michigan

7

New Economy Initiative: The New Economy Initiative for Southeast Michigan is an innovative philanthropic effort that will help restore southeast Michigan to a 
position of leadership in the new global economy.  Ten national, regional and local foundations have committed $100 million to this unprecedented eight-year 
initiative. The New Economy Initiative is the one of the largest philanthropic initiatives focused on regional economic development in the country.  The New 
Economy Initiative is philanthropy's response to the declining economy of Metropolitan Detroit.  The goal of the initiative is to ªaccelerate the transition of metro 
Detroit to an innovation-based economy that expands opportunity for all.º The initiative will sponsor and support activities in three strategic areas: talent, innova-
tion and culture change. 

Michigan Venture Capital Association (MVCA): The MVCA is a non-pro® t trade organization established by venture capital and private equity investors in 2002. The 
MVCA is designed to bring together venture capital industry participants in the state of Michigan, to grow and sustain a vibrant venture capital community within 
the state, and to provide a concerted voice for Michigan's venture capital industry. MVCA membership includes private venture capital funds, corporate venture 
capital funds, private equity ® rms, angel investors, and entrepreneurial infrastructure participants.

21st Century Jobs Fund: The State of Michigan's 21st Century Jobs Fund was created to jump start our economy now, and diversify and grow the state's economy 
in the future by focusing resources in three areas:
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Southeastern Michigan Community Alliance (SEMCA): The Southeast Michigan Community Alliance (SEMCA) is one of 25 Michigan Works! Agencies created by 
the state to simplify public and business access to important educational, training, self-help and economic development opportunities. Guided by the Workforce 
Development Board, the SEMCA Mission is to provide leadership to create a life long workforce development system that is responsive to market demand. The 
SEMCA vision for southeastern michigan is a vital, competitive economy that is sustained by regional private/public partnerships that develop a productive 
workforce.

Return to Learn at Schoolcraft College: Adults who seek to transition into new careers are invited to ªReturn to Learnº at Schoolcraft College.The Career and 
Transfer Center offers databases and other resources to help adultsexplore your career options. The Transitions Center provides the atmosphere and support for 
exploring educational, ® nancial, professional and personal plans.

Henry Ford Community College Corporate Training Division: Training is offered in credit or non-credit forms, or through seminars granting continuing educational 
units (CEU's). Work and learning skills assessment and the development of multi-agency learner support systems are some of the comprehensive services 
available through Corporate Training. Classes are taught at either College or company facilities. The use of work speci® c tools and equipment is encouraged in 
training and education projects. Corporate Training also co-manages an advanced CAD/CAM/CAE training facility.
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Techtown: Located in Detroit and close to Wayne State University School of Medicine and research facilities, TechTown provides Life Science and other High-Tech companies 
with a comprehensive range of commercial and scienti® c infrastructure (including state-of-the-art of® ces and labs), operational and management support services and assistance 
with accessing capital. TechTown tenants access these valuable resources at a cost that compares favorably with any other center of its kind in North America. TechTown has also 
established international business and innovation collaborations at TechTown enabling representatives from some of the worlds fastest growing markets to establish a presence at 
TechTown including Hungary (and Central Europe), China, India and Mexico.

Michigan Small Business & Technology Development Center (MSBTDC) at Schoolcraft College:  The Michigan Small Business & Technology Development Center! network provides 
a full range of services for a variety of small businesses that are emerging and growing throughout Michigan ± including new venture companies, existing small businesses, 
expanding businesses, new technology companies, and innovators. The MI-SBTDC at Schoolcraft College provides services and support to Western Wayne and Southwest 
Oakland counties.

Michigan Life Science and Innovation Center (MLSIC): In July 2008, Wayne County partnered with the Michigan Economic Development Corporation and Ann Arbor SPARK to 
create the Michigan Life Science and Innovation Center (MLSIC), southeastern Michigan's newest home for innovation-based business. The MLSIC is a unique concept in 
economic development.  It connects experienced entrepreneurs in the life sciences industry such as Esperion Therapeutics to business accelerator organizations and start-up 
companies under one roof, providing plenty of opportunities for networking, mentoring and expertise sharing. The 57,000+ square foot life science incubator contains state-of-
the-art labs, well-appointed of® ces and conference rooms, a loading dock, ample parking, and every possible business amenity.

Procurement Technical Assistance Centers (PTACs): Procurement Technical Assistance Centers (PTACs) of Michigan are not-for-pro® t organizations funded by the Defense Logistics 
Agency (DLA), the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) and local partners. The mission of the PTACs of Michigan is to enhance national defense and economic 
development withing the state by assisting Michigan businesses in obtaining and performing on federal, state and local government contracts. 

Michigan Manufacturing Technology Center (MMTC): Michigan Manufacturing Technology Center (MMTC) provides Michigan's small and medium sized manufacturers with 
operational assessment, process improvement training, mentoring services, website technical assistance and market diversi® cation tactics. MMTC is the Michigan af® liate of 
federal Hollings Manufacturing Extension Partnership through the National Institute of Standards and Technology. Headquartered in Plymouth, the MMTC has ® ve af® liate 
of® ces located in Flint, Grand Rapids, Marquette, Saginaw, and Traverse City to serve Michigan manufacturers.

Next Energy: Launched in 2002, NextEnergy is already one of the nation's leading research catalysts and business accelerators for alternative and renewable energy. Next 
Energy's leadership team offers more than a hundred years of experience working with utilities, alternative fuels, hybrid power trains, business development, venture capital 
investment and more in the alternative energy industry. Whatever you need in the alternative energy ® eld, NextEnergy can advance your project or to connect you to the resources 
you need to succeed.
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China Of® ce Services:  Wayne County is the only county in the state of Michigan with a team dedicated to promoting trade and investment with China. The China 
Of® ce has developed business partnership agreements with seven Chinese cities: Chongqing, Wuhan, Nanjing, Wuxi, Wuji, Changchun, and Bengbu, and has 
two of® ces in China. These partnership agreements help to attract Chinese investors and assist them to understand the regulatory environment for starting 
businesses in the United States. Meanwhile, the relationships with our China partnership cities also assist local Michigan and regional companies to reach out 
to China,  via annual China trade missions to help local companies ® nd markets, business partners and opportunities.  The China program arranges seminars 
here and overseas to provide a platform for business exchange; China of® ces offer consulting services, hotel arrangements, local transportation, interpretation 
services, match making, visa permits for businesses to do business in China, etc. The program has focused in the areas of automotive, environmental, technology 
and urban planning and design.

TechBa: The TechBA Program (Technology Business Accelerators) was created in 2004, to support top tier innovative companies in bringing their innovative 
technologies, products and services to global markets.  TechBA is an international Business Accelerator Program, run by the Ministry of Economy in alliance 
with FUMEC and ACELTEC, which represents a key component for the strengthening of gazelle companies in international markets. The acceleration mechanism 
facilitates access to market, ® nancial, managerial skills and technological resources of highly entrepreneurial ecosystems. As a result of this process, companies 
rapidly increase their value and become active players in the international technology business markets. In each region, TechBA partners with renowned 
organizations that have a proven record of successful results in accelerating innovative companies, such as IC2 from the University of Texas at Austin, Inno-
centre in Montreal, Parque Cienti® co de Madrid in Spain, TechTown in Michigan and SkySong in Arizona. In Silicon Valley, TechBA has developed strategic 
alliances with Silicom Ventures, Software Development Forum, US Market Access Center, Stanford University, and the Universities of San Francisco and San 
Jose.

Detroit Regional Chamber:  The Detroit Regional Chamber is made up of member companies who make a volunteer annual investment in order to receive an 
even greater return at the end of the year. Currently, more than 20,000 businesses across the region have decided to make an investment to help develop 
their company. The Detroit Regional Chamber has vision of creating a region with an unquestionable identity as a vibrant technology hub, a fertile ground for 
entrepreneurs, and a business community that embraces diversity as a business imperative.
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Contact          
Wayne County, Michigan

To stay competitive in this changing economy, we must create an environment where people want to do business. An environment 
where innovation prospers, ingenuity thrives, and new investment is rewarded. An environment where the emerging technologies 
of tomorrow are being created right here, today.

Wayne County's Economic Development Growth Engine (EDGE) aims to strengthen our region through diversi® cation and 
innovation. We can provide you with the resources you need to start or expand your business, revitalize your community, and 
network with organizations dedicated to the progress of Wayne County and its citizens.

For more information, call 313-224-0410 or visit us on the web 
at www.waynecounty.com/edge


